F njoying Dunster's Surroundings

Out and About

\/\/itl'lin a few miles of historic Dunster you have the stunning countrgside of the [~ xmoor
National Fark. This ]arge, beautiful and Peaccxcu] area of wild Countrgsic{e in the South
Wcst of Eng‘and was designatecl in 1954 and covers 267 square miles. Two thirds of
the Park is in Somerset and the landscape is described as 'semi-natural’ as it has been
influenced bg human activity over thousands of years. The Park has a diverse range of
habitats with wild uP]ancl moors, wooded va”egs and farmland, where the wild [~ xmoor
Ponies and famous Red Deer roam the hills and vales and buzzards and red kites ﬂg
above you. The area’s abundance of vinage Pubs suPPlg a varied and wholesome range

of 1Coocls) many including terrific local Procluce.

TI’]C ]__ocal Coast]inc

The sPectacular coastline of West Somerset is rich with cliffs, beaches and harbours to

while away your visit. You can erjog the local ales and cream teas after your walk or cycle

ride through this magnhcicent area of Eng]ancl.

T he coastline of |~ xmoor National Park has stunning views as well as coastal Paths of
varying clegrees of digicu]tg forwalkers, riders and mountain bikers. Minehead,just 2
miles from Dunster, is the start of the great SOU’Chwcst Coastal Fath ~some 630 miles to
Foole in Dorset. | here are long sandg beaches, coves and inlets for rc!axing on or to do
a little sea~¥ishing from the beach or l:)g boat. You can also explore the coastline on the
]ongcst steam train track in the south west. Chcck out the events at Wcst Somcrset
Railwag, stoPPing at vi“agcs en route from the sea. | here’s one station on the outskirts
of Dunster itself.

One of our favourite hidden gems is the little
Port of For]ock Weir. Just a few miles down the

coast, this tiny harbor, with its Picturesque
_ fishermens’ cottages, is at the end of a long
sweeping bag. The elements show their imPact
on the ageing wood of the breakers and the


http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/visiting/things-to-do
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/visiting/things-to-do
http://www.southwestcoastpath.com/
http://westsomersetrailway.vticket.co.uk/
http://westsomersetrailway.vticket.co.uk/

HOTEL

smi]ing face on the WWI| Pi” box now it has bcgun tipping over.

F xmoor Safaris

You might choose to explore the insPiring lanclscapes and encounter the wonderful
wildlife of [” xmoor in the comfort of a x4, enjoging the views of an [~ xmoor safari with
one of the exPcrienced guides‘ You may even get the chance to discover the Exmoor
Red Deer, Roe Deer and cndangercd I~ xmoor Ponies in the own, wondcmcullg ruggcc]
environment. A tgpical safari lasts approximatclg 2 hours and Providcs a uniquc way to

enjoy the insPiring scenery, diverse wildlife and Heritage of this wonderful landscapc‘

Golf
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])C go]{: is your P]easure you can visit the Friendlg and ever~welcoming

Minclﬂead & \/\/est 5omcrsct Golxc Club and P!ag throughout the year
on this links/ParUancl course. Dating back to the late i 800s, this is the
oldest go]xc course in Somerset. [tis 6,264 3ards in total and is a par /2.

‘TZ;{_;:“E‘ZE:::‘S,‘ Club hire, lessons and meals are alwags available.

F xmoor Dark Skies

]:or thousands of years, Pcoplc have gazccl up at the niglﬂt skg and wondered what is out

there. Sadlg, dark night skies are a declim’ng resource, threatened by cleveloPmcnt and
the effects of intrusive artificial 1ighting. I~ xmoor National Fark is now designatecl as an
]nternational Dark Sicg Reserve, the first in E_uroPc! A view of the stars is a view of our
natural heritage and a sPectacu]ar qualitg of [T xmoor's night time lanclscapc. Skg
watcl—ﬂng is a 3car~rouncl activity made even more SPectacular if you take some binoculars
out with you and if you can go on a clear evening when there is very little or no moonlight.
March and APril are excellent months for obser\/ing in the UK while the late summer and
autumn months give the best chance of seeing a shooting star. All year round there’s a
chance you may also g]imPse the international space station; it’s like a brigl'lt star moving

gent]y through the sky. \/\/c” worth looking out for.

West Somerset Railway



http://www.mineheadgolf.co.uk/
http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/about-us/news/news-2011/international-dark-sky-reserve

The railwag, which has a station in Dunster, is a
true countrg branch line of the old Great \/Vcstcrn
Railwag and is full of fascination whether you are [ '
]ooking for a nos’calgic ride back in time througlﬂ
]ove]g countrysicle or the chance to stuclg the
rai]wag and industrial heritage which the line

preserves. Thc historic steam locomotlves coaches ; -

and wagons, Plus the bwldmgs of ten umcluc stations linked bg a twcntg ml]e scenic

Joumeg, will repay hours of exPlora’clon. The surroundmg countrgsldc is as varied as it is

beautiful. T he gently rollin uantock hills and distant [© xmoor, unspoilt villages and
gently 3 P g

farms nestling in leafy lanes, the cliffs and coast of the Bristol (Channel with views of

et 9
distant South-Wales, confident church towers, Dunster's imposing (Castle and
posing

Minehead's seaside charm.  All are some of our nearb ems {ust waiting to be

y gems | g

discovered.

T here are toilets on each train. Disabled persons’ accessible toilets are available at
Bishops Lgdearcl, Crowcombe Hcatl'ncie]cl, Stogumbcr Watchet and Minehead

stations.

The West Somerset Kailwag can carry passengers in wheelchairs in their trains. [lease
let them know as space is limited and you can book your seats in advance on 01643
700%84. [Disabled toilets are available in the | orna [Doone carriage which can be

booked in advance.

Dogs are welcome on service trains and are cl—varged £2.00 per clog. There is a buffet car
on most of the trains sc”ing a varietg of light reFreshmentS, a large number of which are

]OCB”g PrOdUCCd.

The Farish and Friorg Church of St (George

This churclﬂ, a Gracle i listed l:)uilcling, is one of Dunsters
best kcpt secrets and should not be missed. The records

show an earlg church on this site was “re-built” soon after
1066 so if histor3 is your thing, this is clmcinitelg a Placc to
visit. |n 1090, the Norman | ord of Dunster gave land to the




monks of Path and theg built a Penedictine Abbeg here. |n the i 5th century, the church
was used so much bg both the monks and Parishioners, that a church court in Glastonburg
had to rule on who could use it and when. Matters were Fina“g resolved when the vicar and
Parishioners Paid for, and built, a Plﬁgsica] divide inside the church with a scparate choir
for the Parish. A rich historg adorns every corner of this [ovely church including:

©o The arms of King Charlcs Il dating from his visit to Dunster Castle in M39 1645

© 3 wooden chests inc]uding one from the reign of our 12th century King Stephen, a
granclson of William the Conqueror.

©e Stunning T udor floor tiles. (| ook out for both the T udor rose and the fleur-de-lis in
the pattern. Remember T“lenrg \/”] was King of [France as well as King of E_nglanc]
and Kir\g of ]reland.)

oo (arved fan-vaulted Rood Screen, Possiblg the longcst in the world at 54 feet.

o | he font dating back to 15%0, in the reign of Henrg VI, depicting the Passion of
Jesus Christ.

Dunster Castic

There’s been a castle at Dunster for over 1,000 years. ]t
began life as a Saxon strongl—ro]d and developed into a sPacious
and comfortable \/ictorian home. ]t was home to the Luttre”
Familg for 600 years and when the Fami!g moved out in 1976, the
National ] rust took over and now does a magniﬁcentjob of
' sa]ceguarcling this wonderful builcling Forgenerations to come.

The entrance isjust 3arcls from the hotel and offers a range of

Fascinating things to visit and enjog including the castle itschc, its
wonderful garclcns with 3 bridges over the Kiver Avi“, the
amazing banana trees and (Giant Redwoods to the Fu”g worio'ng watermill and, of course,

the Trus’c’s lovely tea room.

Dunster's T ithe Barn




The 14t century tithe barn is another of the |
vi”age’s (5rade 2 listed buildings‘ The magnhcicent
double doors on the east front are heavg oak and -
althoug% much of the barn has been altered over the §
years, it remains a gorgeous bui]ding‘ A tithe was a

tax levied on everyone in the Parish and it amounted

to one tenth of cvergone’s income. ]1C cash was a
Problcm, Pcoplc could pay with the crops theg grew and these goocls were stored inside
the tithe barn. ]n 1535 the annual income of the barn is recorded as being the equivalent
of £37.2% and this was Passed on to the Priorg in Path. The bamm is adjaccn’c to the
church sojust a few minutes from the Dunster Castle Hotcl.

quc Medieval Dovecote
5| Another (Grade 2 listed building, the Dunster Dovecote was

Probab]g built in the 16t century. ]t was originallg owned bg Dunster
Friorg and served a vital purpose for the monks. During harsh winters,
food was a scarce resource, Partlg due to the fact that animal feed ran
out and many animals were slaugl—rterecl before the long, harsh winter
months. Tl—rc dovecote ensured a 3car~round supplg of Pigcon as it
contains about 500 nesting boxes reached bg a ladder (which in the
]9tl—\ centur3 was re-built to revolve). The Luttre” Familﬂ bougl—]t the dovecote after
Henr3 \/]”’s dissolution of the monasteries and so the suPPlg of scluab (3oung) and adult
Pigeons fed the Fami]y at the castle after that date.

C[ccvc Abbcq

Jus’c a few miles from Duns’cer (and close to Wasl—ncorc] station on the West Somerset
Kailwag) is another of Somcrset’s historic jewcls, Cleve Abbeg. This Cistercian

Abbeg gives toclag’s visitor the chance to explore i 5th century bui!dings, i 3th century
heraldic tiles and catch a g]impsc of monastic life 800 years ago. T he monks’ éormitorg is
one of the finest remaining in Pritain and the older cloister is still enclosed on all four

sides. Run by Eng!ish Heritage, Cleve Abbey offers P!entg for today’s visitor to cnjoy.




As you can see, you have Pickcd arich ]andscapc in which to sPcncl some time. \WWhatever
you choose to doin Duns’cer, we hoPc you cnjog the best that Somersct has to offer.

Jol’m, | isa and the team at

Dunstcr Castlc Hotcl



